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Immigration talks get vulgar 


Trump uses an obscenity during bipartisan 
negotiations with lawmakers on protections 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — President Trump 
inflamed already precarious negotia- 
tions over protecting young immigrants 
Thursday by denouncing immigrants 
from “shithole countries” such as Haiti 
and African nations during a White 
House meeting with lawmakers. 

“Why are we having all these people 
from shithole countries come here?” 
Trump asked in frustration during 


President discussions over a bipartisan proposal 
Trump said that included visas for immigrants from 
during the these countries, according to people 
talks on immi- briefed on the White House meeting. 
grants: “What He suggested that the United States 


do we want 
people from 
Haiti here for? 
Why do we 
want all these 
people from 
Africa here?” 


should admit more people from coun- 
tries like Norway, a largely white coun- 
try whose prime minister he met with 
Wednesday. 
The president made the comments as 
Republicans in Congress appeared to be 
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Tom Brenner / New York Times. 


“We are in the midst of the most intense housing crisis 
in our cities and our state that we have ever experienced.” 


PPDATAOL NOW 


Tenant rights supporter Leticia Arce (center) and an advocate for landlord rights rally in Sacramento over a measure 
to repeal the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act, which limits the rent control rules cities and counties may adopt. 


Tenant-landlord clash 
over rent control bill 


Assembly measure 
to safeguard renters 
fails to move forward 


By Melody Gutierrez 


SACRAMENTO — California’s 
housing crisis took center stage at a 
legislative hearing Thursday that 
drew hundreds of tenant rights activ- 
ists and landlords who clashed over 
a bill whose authors said would give 


Assemblyman David Chiu, D-San Francisco 


Gabrielle Lurie / The Chronicle 


eviction organizer with the Housing 
Rights Committee of San Francisco. 
She was one of hundreds of activists 
from around the state to pack the 
committee hearing. “To vote no 
against letting local cities set their 
own rent control and protect their 
tenants is a statement that says the 
real estate industry can do what they 
want with our housing stock.” 

When the bill deadlocked at 3-2 — 
needing four votes to stay alive, doz- 
ens of supporters rushed to the front 

Rent continues on A11 


cities and counties flexibility to pre- 
vent rents from skyrocketing. 

The Assembly bill, which ultimate- 
ly failed to get the necessary votes to 
move forward, would have repealed 
the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing 
Act, a 1995 industry-backed law that 
limits the rent control rules cities 
and counties may adopt. Repealing 
the law would have given local gov- 
ernments the ability to set stricter 
rent controls. 

“The housing committee has failed 
tenants,” said Leslie Dreyer, an anti- 


Diablo 
Canyon 
nuclear 
plant 
to close 


Unanimous PUC 
vote will eliminate 
state’s last reactor 


By David R. Baker 


California’s last nuclear power plant 
— Diablo Canyon, whose contentious 
birth helped shape the modern environ- 
mental movement — will close in 2025, 
state utility regulators decided Thurs- 
day. 

The unanimous vote by the California 
Public Utilities Commission will likely 
bring an end to nuclear energy’s long 
history in the state. State law forbids 
building more nuclear plants in Califor- 
nia until the federal government creates 
a long-term solution for dealing with 

their waste, a goal that 


remains elusive de- 

Inside spite decades of effort. 
o The decision comes 

» Utility reg- even as California 
na s expands its fight 
finish Califor-  28ainst global warm- 
nia wildfire ing. Owned by Pacific 
riskmap. A13 Gas and Electric Co., 

Diablo Canyon is the 

state’s largest power 


plant, supplying 9 
percent of California’s electricity while 
producing no greenhouse gases. 

“With this decision, we chart a new 
energy future by phasing out nuclear 
power here in California,” said commis- 
sion President Michael Picker. “We’ve 
looked hard at all the arguments, and we 
agree the time has come.” 

Diablo Canyon’s planned shutdown is 
the latest blow to America’s nuclear 
power industry, beset by plant closures 
and the cancellation of proposed re- 
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Breed, to honor Lee, 
seeks to rechristen 
Portsmouth Square 


By Dominic Fracassa 


San Francisco acting Mayor 
London Breed wants to re- 


name Portsmouth Square — 
one of the oldest and most 
significant historical sites in 
the city — after former Mayor 
Ed Lee, who died of a heart 
attack last month. 

Speaking before a group of 
Chinatown residents gathered 
to hear an update on renova- 
tion plans for Portsmouth 
Square, Breed said she was 
moved to propose renaming 
the space after hearing from 
community members who 
wanted to memorialize Lee 
and his deep ties to the neigh- 
borhood. 

“I hope you're as excited as I 


Suddenly, 
next season’s 
Raiders- 
49ers 
matchup has 
am do be doing something like atereeee 
that,” Breed said, to a light value 
smattering of applause. “It’s 
fitting that we do this in his 
honor.” 
But with the sprint to the 
June 5 mayoral election under Last home 
way, Breed’s gesture toward on imperiled 
the city’s Chinese community i 
was seen by some as a crafty Pacifica 
and somewhat conspicuous cliffside 
political move. u <a 
Norman Fong, executive Anderson’s ‘Phantom Thread’ is a block comes 
director of thë Chmatown fascinating film with an efficient finish down 
Community Development 
Center and a longtime friend 
of Lee’s, however, said he ex- 
pected the neighborhood to get Weather Index _ 
behind the proposed name Partly cloudy; Bridge, Chess ..E9 Legal notices ..C5 
change, which would have to Highs: 56-67. | Comics....... E8-9 Lottery .......... A2 | E 
be approved by the city’s Re- Lows: 34-49. Crosswords.. E8-9 Movies .......... E5 
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